SAN GABRIEL BASIN WATER QUALITY AUTHORITY
LEGISLATIVE/PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE

JANUARY 14,2026 AT 9:00 A.M.

CALL TO ORDER

REMOTE PARTICIPATION
DECLARATION - AB 2449

[Government Code Section 54953(f)]

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
PRESENT

WATERMASTER LIASON

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
ABSENT

OTHER BOARD MEMBERS
PRESENT

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
PRESENT

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
PARTICIPATING ONLINE

Public Comment

Discussion Regarding Next
Advertorial

Mr. Gonzales called the committee meeting to order and
reviewed the actions anticipated on the agenda for the
meeting.

Mr. Kuhn provided notice of his need to participate remotely
for just cause.

Bob Kuhn (online), Robert Gonzales and Valerie Munoz.

None.

None.

None.

Randy Schoellerman, Executive Director; Dan Colby,
Assistant Executive Director; Stephanie Moreno, Director of
Communications; Mary Saenz, Director of Finance; Maritza
Cardenas, Director of Finance; Jackie Montgomery,
Accounting Specialist; Pearl Escobar, Project Resource
Specialist; Michelle Sanchez, Senior Administrative
Assistant/Office Coordinator

Chris Lancaster, Civic Publications; Lenet Pacheco, Valley
County Water District; Bruce Knowles, San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District

None.

None.

Ms. Moreno reported that the video for the B6 project with
Mr. Schoellerman and David Van from the San Gabriel
Valley Water Company had been completed, after which she
played the video.



Legislative Activities/Reports

Mr. Lancaster stated the reporter who produced the video,
Ms. Julia Deng, simplified the treatment process in the video.
He also noted that Ms. Deng enjoyed meeting the team and
learning about the project.

Ms. Moreno reported that the next advertorial publication
will be Civic Leadership, scheduled for release in late
February. She explained that the content is still being
finalized, and that possibilities include shortening the annual
report for use in the advertorial or focusing on the same
topics presented in the recent videos.

Mr. Gonzales stated that a possible advertorial could cover
the post 1-year Eaton fire areas.

Mr. Schoellerman noted the EPA is testing the soil for lead
levels in the Altadena area.

State

Mr. Schoellerman provided an update on the State budget,
stating that the Governor released his first draft budget
proposal in the amount of $348.9 billion which is an $18
billion increase from the prior year. He stated that the
increased spending does not reflect new major initiatives, but
rather higher costs associated with existing state obligations
such as schools and other required state functions. He stated
that Governor's office projects a $2.9 billion deficit, the
Legislative Analyst’s Office estimates an $18 billion deficit,
representing an unusually large discrepancy between the two
forecasts. He noted that to address the projected $2.9 billion
deficit, the Governor proposes to withhold a scheduled
payment to the Rainy Day Fund this year and postpone it to
the following year.

Mr. Schoellerman reported on Proposition 4 funding related
to the $10 billion water and climate bond passed in
November of the prior year. He noted that WQA’s interest is
focused on the water portion of the bond. He stated that the
Governor has proposed using a portion of Proposition 4 funds
to fill gaps in the State budget, which has been viewed as
controversial since the funding would not result in new water
investments but would instead support existing water-related
commitments already identified by the Administration. He
stated that the Governor is also proposing to allow more
Proposition 4 funding to move forward in the current budget
year. He reported on related legislation affecting the
implementation of bond funding. He stated that previous
climate and water bonds (Proposition 84, Proposition 1, and
Proposition 68) were exempt from the California
Administrative Procedures Act (APA), which otherwise



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S
REPORT

requires state review and the development of regulations
before funds can be spent—causing project delays. He
reported that AB 35 has been introduced to provide the same
APA exemption for Proposition 4. AB 35 is a two-year bill
that has now entered its second year, and the bond-exemption
language has been added to the bill. He noted that he
authorized adding WQA to a support letter for AB 35. He
reported the bill passed unanimously out of committee on
Monday and will next go to the Assembly Appropriations
Committee.

Federal
Mr. Schoellerman provided an update on the WQA'’s efforts

to secure federal funding for the San Gabriel Basin
Restoration Fund (Fund). He reported that the WQA
initiated the request process last year, seeking the usual $10
million allocation with support from our local legislators. He
noted that over the course of nine months, however, the
proposed funding was reduced to $3.2 million in budget
negotiations.

He explained that due to last year’s government shutdown,
Congress is currently operating under a continuing resolution
that expires at the end of January. He noted that Congress
has been advancing funding through “minibus” bills, which
group several appropriations bills together. He stated that
the second minibus bill includes the Energy and Water
appropriations bill, and the WQA’s $3.2 million allocation
successfully passed through the conference committee and is
expected to be included in the final bill, pending presidential
approval. He added that a third minibus bill is expected to
cover the remaining appropriations, and the congressional
deadline is at the end of January.

He reported that WQA is planning a trip to DC, to meet with
legislators and advocate for funding for the first week of
February. He stated that during the visit, WQA will request
the full $10 million allocation for the next budget cycle and
will also seek to amend authorization language to potentially
increase the funding authorization for the Fund going
forward.

Mr. Schoellerman introduced Martiza Cardenas to the
committee, noting that she will serve as the new Director of
Finance succeeding Mary, who is retiring in February.

He reported that the quarterly meeting for the Southern



ADJOURNMENT

ynda Norie
Chairwoman

QL
O

California Water Coalition will be held on January 23, 2026
at the Santa Anita Race Track and that WQA is a sponsor of
this event.

Mr. Gonzales asked if there were any other items of business

to come before the committee. There being none, the meeting
was adjourned.

Valerie Munoz
Secretary




